
 
 
Figure 1. These are sites I photographed between 6:00 PM and 7:00 PM on Sunday, April 
15th.  I personally placed a “Quinn/Neal/Vanek” sign at each of these locations between 
1:30 PM and 4:00 PM on Saturday April 14th.  When I placed these particular signs there 
were no yellow signs at these locations.  In every picture the wire legs from the signs I 
placed are still in place and located in almost every case with 2 feet of where I placed my 
sign.  The locations on this page are from four different sites along Palatine Road and 
Northwest Highway. 
 
I placed 180 signs on Saturday.  Less than 24 hours later,  I re-drove my same route and 
found more than 100 signs removed (I stopped counting at 100).  Of the first 100 missing 
signs, 84 of them had been replaced by a yellow C/B/E sign within a few feet of the same 
location.  (Whomever removed them clearly had access to a large number of yellow 
signs).  At least half of them, my guess is 2/3’s still had wire legs remaining from the sign 
I had placed.  During my drive and stops I only saw 2 other pairs of wire legs without 
signs on them (legs of a type different than the ones I placed) so the problem does not 
appear to be wide-spread to other candidate races  – there is a direct correlation between 
the missing signs and the presence of new CBE signs.   The streets with the largest 
number of missing signs (that I placed) were Plum Grove, Palatine, Northwest Highway 
and Hicks.  I realize that it only takes a few “bad apples” to taint the efforts of a group.  It 
bothers me in particular, that: 

 
a) the person who took the signs had a bunch of signs – so they were part of “the 
team” – not just isolated renegade(s). 
 



b) it is my understanding that the primary foot soldiers placing signs have been 
teachers – and union reps – I know that they feel strongly for their position and 
candidates – but it seems that at least some among them are not ethical. 
 
c) a great deal of my personal money went into purchasing these signs – and even 
more money into the campaign effort overall.  My expectation (and hope, for all 
of our sakes) is that the “bad apples” are not the candidates from the CBE team – 
but their foot soldiers who, presumably, have much less personally invested in  
this effort.  I think it still reflects very poorly on the CBE candidates for their 
apparent inability to weed out bad apples from their ranks and to encourage them 
to engage in fair campaign tactics. 
 
d) During the time that the signs were being taken, one of the CBE candidates 
called one of the QNV candidates to demand, in the name of fair-play, that some 
changes be made to a QNV web site.  During that call, the CBE candidate said 
that even though they had signed the “Campaign Ethics Form” at the start of the 
campaign, that the form had been “voluntary” (which it was) and therefore, they 
did not feel bound to live up to one of the procedures required on that form (to 
publicly denounce to their own supporters the unfair dissemination of false 
information about other candidates).  Their exact words were “it was not me” 
therefore I do not have to do anything about it and “I can still sleep soundly and 
go to church on Sundays”.   I sure hope this guy doesn’t get into office – we need 
and deserve better. 



 
 
Figure 2. Same information as in figure 1 – but these sites are along Hicks roads and 
Illinois Avenue 



 
 
Figure 3. Same information as in figure 1 – but these are additional sites are Palatine 
Road 
 


